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of Suabia, who gained a valuable ally for the future ; Rudolf,
Welf, and Berthold of Carinthia acted in concert hencefor-
ward, and by their united action decided the varying fortunes
of the king in his conflict first with the Saxons and later with
the Papacy. Meanwhile, Otto had fled to Saxony and with
Magnus Billung, son of duke Ordulf, raised the standard of
revolt. The rising was easily suppressed, and the two rebels
placed in confinement. Otto was released in 1072 and
allowed to retain his county of Nordheim. Magnus was kept
a prisoner ; he was too valuable a hostage to be surrendered,
especially when in 1072 he became duke by the death of his
father.

Henry's            Henry had begun with a great success, and proceeded to

strong exploit it by strengthening and garrisoning the castles on the
in 107^ royal domain, which could be used as a centre for his own
power and also as a means for curbing Saxon independence.
The revolt had given him an excuse especially for precau-
tionary measures against the Billung family, and he took
possession of their chief town, Liineburg. He had so far had
the co-operation of the other dukes, and his position in Ger-
many seemed assured. He planned the recovery of his
suzerainty over Poland. He even believed himself strong
enough to interfere in Italy, and, as will be seen later, his
conflict with the Papacy really started at this point. But
he soon had to withdraw from that contest, for rapid as had
been his rise in Germany his downfall was almost more
sudden.

Revolt of the What he had done was to excite the alarm of all the
Saxons in East Saxon nobles, and at the same time to arouse fears
among the southern dukes for their own independence.
Secretly concerted by the margraves of the north-eastern
frontier, especially Egbert of Meissen (the son of the Egbert
of Brunswick who had taken part in Henry's abduction in
106*2), by the acting head of the Billung family, Herman,
the uncle of the captive duke Magnus, by Otto of Nordhcim,
and by the archbishop of Magdeburg and the bishop of
Halberstadt, revolt spread through all East Saxony and sud-
denly flared out in August 1073. Luneburg was recaptured,
Henry was forced to flee, and duke Magnus was released.
The king had still a chance. He had issued a summons for
a Polish expedition, and the army was assembling. But the